STEM Education Coalition

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

September 2, 2009

The Honorable David Obey The Honorable Rush Holt

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations 1214 Longworth House Office Building
2314 Rayburn House Office Building U.S. House of Representatives

US House of Representatives Washington, DC 20515

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman Obey and Representative Holt:

On behalf of the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Education
Coalition, we are writing to thank you for your support of a $5 million increase in
funding for the Department of Education’s (DOE) Math and Science Partnership program
(MSP). Our Coalition has been a longtime advocate for the expansion of the MSP
program — an integral element of federal efforts to improve STEM education — toward the
$450 million level authorized for this program by the No Child Left Behind Act. Thanks
to your hard work on this issue, the $5 million increase in funding provided by the House,
if adopted by Congress, would be the first funding increase for this critical program since
2006, bringing the investment in the MSP program to $184 million per year.

The results of this program justify this increased investment. Seventy one percent of
teachers participating in a MSP project who were assessed in mathematics showed
significant gains in their content knowledge and 80 percent of teachers who were
assessed in science showed significant gains in their content knowledge. These teachers
improved their pedagogy and teaching strategies, provided a positive classroom culture,
and increased relevance and rigor in their classroom instruction. According to the
Department of Education, this led to an average 6 percent gain in students’ mathematics
proficiency from the previous year’s assessment, and an average of a 7 percent gain in
science proficiency from the previous assessment. This is twice the improvement rate of
the national average.

The STEM Education Coalition is composed of a diverse range of organizations
representing all sectors of the technological workforce—from knowledge workers, to
educators and education researchers, to scientists, engineers and technicians. Our
Coalition works to raise awareness in Congress and throughout the Executive Branch
about the critical role that STEM education—both form and informal—plays in enabling
the United States to remain the economic and technology leader of the global
marketplace of the 21st century.

If we can provide you any additional information on STEM education, please do not
hesitate to contact James Brown at 202-872-6229 or Jodi Peterson at 703-312-9214.



Sincerely,
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American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc.
American Statistical Association

Arctic Research Consortium of the United States
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IEEE-USA
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University of Arkansas
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