
To All House and Senate Offices: 
  

Please find attached a letter signed by a diverse group of education, professional, and business 

organizations outlining a detailed set of recommendation on federal budget priorities related to 

science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education programs at the 

Department of Education, National Science Foundation and other federal agencies.     
  
The Administration’s FY2014 budget proposal is the most ambitious and sweeping effort to 

reorganize federal programs related to STEM education since the Sputnik era and we greatly 

appreciate the clear commitment of the Administration to continue to support STEM education 

as a national priority.  The budget proposes $3.1 billion to support federal STEM education 

programs, a 6.7 percent increase over FY2012/13 levels.  The budget proposes 13 new 

initiatives, most of which would require separate Congressional authorization, and also seeks to 

consolidate or restructure 114 of the 226 currently existing federal programs,  78 of which would 

be terminated with funds totaling $176 million being directed to other agencies.     
  
We greatly appreciate the Administration’s continued commitment to support STEM education as a 

budgetary priority – especially in an environment of constrained resources – as demonstrated by the 

overall proposed spending level of $3.1 billion for STEM programs, a 6.7% increase.  We strongly 

urge the Appropriations Committees to look closely at each of the Administration’s proposed 

changes to specific programs on an individualized basis and not simply eliminate each program 

proposed for termination while also not funding any of the newly proposed STEM initiatives 

intended to replace them.  
  
Our nation desperately needs a thorough public debate on the best overall strategy for improving U.S. 

STEM education and the remainder of our letter details our Coalition’s views on a wide range of the 

Administration’s proposals. 
  

Why is STEM Education a National Priority?  
  

 Council on Foreign Relations:   “60 percent of U.S. employers are having difficulties 

finding qualified workers to fill vacancies at their companies.” 

 Change the Equation: “In the current overall employment market, unemployed people 

outnumber job postings 3.6 to one.  In the STEM occupations, job postings outnumbered 

unemployed people by 1.9 to one.”  
 National Governors Association Center for Best Practices:  “At all levels of 

educational attainment, STEM job holders earn 11 percent higher wages 

compared with their same-degree counterparts in other jobs.”   

 Georgetown Center for Education and the Workforce:  “47 percent of Bachelor’s degrees 

in STEM occupations earn more than PhDs in non-STEM occupations.” 

  
Attached are further facts and statistics outlining the case for STEM education, good jobs, and 

U.S. competitiveness. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
-James and Jodi 

http://www.stemedcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Letter-STEM-Ed-Coalition-to-Appropriators-on-Budget-5-20-13.pdf
http://www.stemedcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/Letter-STEM-Ed-Coalition-to-Appropriators-on-Budget-5-20-13.pdf
http://www.cfr.org/united-states/us-education-reform-national-security/p27618
http://changetheequation.org/stemdemand
http://www.nga.org/cms/home/nga-center-for-best-practices/center-publications/page-edu-publications/col2-content/main-content-list/building-a-science-technology-en-1.html
http://www9.georgetown.edu/grad/gppi/hpi/cew/pdfs/STEMWEBINAR.pdf
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