
 

 

May 13, 2013   

 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 

Chair, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 

Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley:   

 

As Congress considers the reform of immigration laws and policies concerning access to foreign 

workers in the science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) fields, our organizations 

strongly urge you to include provisions specifically targeted at improving the education of 

American students in the critical STEM subjects.   

 

Our nation’s future depends in great degree on our own home-grown STEM workforce and it 

makes great sense to establish a broadly-based STEM education initiative – funded through fees 

collected from U.S. employers of foreign STEM workers – as a component of immigration 

reform legislation.  The Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration 

Modernization Act, developed by the so-called “Gang of Eight,” contains such a provision, 

directed at supporting and supplementing STEM-focused K-12 programs at the National Science 

Foundation and scholarships to broaden the diversity of the STEM pipeline.  The Immigration 

Innovation Act, authored by Senators Hatch, Coons, Rubio, and Klobuchar also contains a 

similar provision, called the American Ingenuity Account, that would provide funding to each 

state through the Department of Education to support specific improvements in STEM education.   

This proposal would also ensure that emerging STEM subject areas, such as computer science, 

which are closely tied to workforce needs, are eligible for STEM-related funding.         

 

As you advance a bill through your committee, we encourage you to support robust STEM 

education funding mechanism that integrates these ideas to direct employer-paid fees towards 

three objectives: 

 

1. Building the capacity of every state to improve student achievement in STEM subjects, 

especially in the most high-need school districts.   

 

2. Supporting innovation in STEM education through competitively awarded partnerships 

between K-12 schools, universities, non-profits, businesses, and informal education and 

community-based partners.   

 

3. Broadening the diversity and capacity of the U.S. STEM education pipeline through 

scholarships and other forms of assistance to American students who study in these 

subjects.   

 

Requiring employers seeking to hire foreign workers to support a substantial funding mechanism 

that would support improvements in U.S. STEM education – and that supplements existing 

efforts – makes perfect sense.  Simply put, if we are to keep up with our global competitors, we 

had better step up our investments in STEM education.  The immigration reform legislation 

pending before the Senate has presents an opportunity to do exactly that.         



 

 

 

Respectfully, 
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