
 
 
 
 
 

STEM Education Coalition 
Statement on  

Common Core State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM)  
and  

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) 
 
Our Coalition strongly supports state-based efforts to adopt and implement Common Core 
State Standards for Mathematics (CCSSM) and Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).   
 
Student achievement in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subjects 
is closely linked with our nation’s economic prosperity in the modern global economy.  Strong 
STEM skills are also a central element of a well-rounded education and essential to effective 
citizenship.  Our Coalition also believes that effective policies to promote STEM education 
should be bipartisan and evidence-based and must be backed up by a strong and united 
community of stakeholders and advocates in the business, professional, research, and 
education communities.      
 
The extensive adoption by the states of the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics 
and Next Generation Science Standards provides an enormous opportunity for systemic 
improvement in mathematics and science education in the United States.  These new standards 
have been developed through a lengthy collaboration between state leaders and STEM 
stakeholders.  More importantly, they offer a means to develop more rigorous, focused, and 
coherent mathematics and science curricula, as well as instructional materials and assessments 
that will help promote conceptual understanding and reasoning while also developing specific 
skills.  The new standards will also help ensure that all students are ready for college and 
careers when they graduate from high school and that they are prepared to take their place as 
productive, full participants in society. 
 
As individual states proceed with adopting and implementing CCSSM and NGSS, our Coalition is 
committed to ensuring the long-term success of this process.  To achieve this goal:   
 

• We must mobilize the entire STEM education community – employers, professionals, 
educators, and their supporting organizations – to become informed about the 
benefits and implications of the new standards and to be engaged in their success.       
 

• We must provide robust support for professional development for STEM educators 
to ensure that education professionals are prepared to implement the new standards 
and that policymakers understand their needs.    
 



• We must clearly communicate that the new standards will set new and higher 
student performance expectations in math and science.   
 

• We must ensure that state-based programs that support the implementation of the 
new standards and their related assessments are adequately funded.   


