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Dear State Education Policymaker:

Our complex and changing world demands an adaptable workforce that is prepared to solve
tough problems and come up with creative solutions to the challenges of tomorrow. Improving
educational opportunities in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
subjects will cultivate students’ curiosity and creativity while teaching them to work as a team,
base their reasoning on evidence, and solve problems through experimentation. Supporting
high-quality STEM education for all children and youth is, therefore, vital to our country’s social
and economic prosperity.

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), enacted last year by an overwhelming bipartisan
majority of Congress, has established a number of new, flexible funding streams that state and
districts can employ to support improvements in STEM education. In particular, we now have
the ability to leverage the enormous potential of informal, out of school, and summer education
programs to contribute to both academic and social measures of student success (such as critical
thinking, teamwork, and perseverance). If we want to employ an “all hands on deck” approach
to improving STEM, we must fully utilize these new learning pathways through the opportunities
offered by our nation’s primary K-12 education law.

Afterschool and summer learning programs around the nation have enthusiastically embraced
STEM programming and are engaging children and youth in STEM learning—including those who
may not otherwise be selected to, or choose to, participate in STEM programs. Research has
demonstrated that high-quality out-of-school STEM learning programs are strong contributors
to improving student engagement and learning in STEM fields.

To this end, our organizations call upon you to utilize the new state and district-level decision-
making powers granted under ESSA to take action to employ afterschool, informal, and summer
learning programs as an integral part of efforts to improve STEM education for all students.

Specifically, we ask you to take the following actions:

e Ensure that informal, afterschool, and summer education stakeholders have a seat at
the table as formal representatives of the strategy and design teams formulating
state plans under ESSA.

e Utilize the authority provided by the ESSA Student Support and Academic Enrichment
Grants Program (Title IV, Part A) to employ federal funding at both the state and
district level to support programs that align informal, afterschool, and summer STEM
learning with classroom-based STEM programming.

e Within requests for proposals issued for Title IV Part B (21st CCLC), call attention to
new ESSA language that allows 21st CCLC to fund quality STEM programming in
afterschool and summer learning programs; promote high-quality STEM
programming by making use of the new flexibility to use Title IV Part B state-level
funds to provide subject specific professional development to out of school time
program staff.
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e |If your state has a state-wide strategic plan for improving STEM education, strongly
recommend that it contain strategies to integrate informal, afterschool, and summer
learning pathways into those efforts. If your state does not yet have such a plan,
strongly recommend that it develop one.

e Encourage your state’s Members of Congress to support full funding of the Every
Student Succeeds Act.

Spending time in programs outside of school that focus on STEM subjects gives all students the
opportunity to experiment with STEM ideas in real-world situations. Such opportunities help
spark curiosity, especially for those who might not think of themselves as "math and science
kids." Additionally, out-of-school opportunities are particularly well suited to sparking interest in
STEM and building identity as a STEM learner. The success of our youth in today’s ever-changing
and high-tech society stands to be greatly improved by taking advantage of the complementary
nature of formal and informal learning opportunities, which includes after-school and summer
programs. We all benefit when more of our children have a fair and equal chance to live up to
their potential and contribute to our society.

The Afterschool STEM Hub is led by the Afterschool Alliance and is a collaboration among
afterschool leaders and stakeholders who seek to ensure that afterschool programs are
considered a key component in the STEM learning ecosystem. The project was initially funded by
the Noyce Foundation and has continuing support from STEM Next, an initiative of the Center for
Education Policy and Law at the University of San Diego. For more resources and information
(including the list of participating organizations), please visit afterschoolstemhub.org.

Respectfully,

Abercrombie Academy (TX)

ACT Now (IL)

Afterschool Alliance

After School Club of Woodburn, OR

After-School All-Stars

Altshuller Institute for TRIZ Studies

American Astronomical Society

American Chemical Society

American Physical Society

American Society for Engineering Education

American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
American Statistical Association

Arkansas STEM Coalition

Association of Science-Technology Centers

ASTRA, The Alliance for Science & Technology Research in America



Augustus F. Hawkins Foundation

Aviation Technician Education Council

Bel Aire Elementary (CA)

Black Family Technology Awareness Association
Boys & Girls Club of Kenai Peninsula

Change the Equation

Changing Expectations Corp

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Chess for Success

Citizen Schools

CODelLLA

Coder Kids

Colorado Afterschool Partnership

Cool Creator Club LLC

Chicago Botanic Garden

Concentric Sky

C-STEM Teacher & Student Support Services, Inc.
Destination Imagination

Dreams Imagination & Gift Development Program — DIG (SC)
“e” inc.

EduCare Foundation

Education Development Center

Exploratorium

F.A.C.E.S Program (OR)

Festo Didactic, Inc.

FIRST

Funutation Tech Camps Inc

Flat Rock E.S.T.E.A.M. After School and Summer Programs (GA)
Girls Inc. National Organization and the following affiliates:
Girls Inc. of Carpinteria

Girls Inc. of Los Angeles

Girls Inc. of San Diego County

Girls Inc. of Western Connecticut

Girls Inc. of the Washington DC Metropolitan Area
Girls Inc. of Columbus & Phenix-Russell
Girls Inc. of Sioux City

Girls Inc. of Washington County, MD
Girls Inc. of Greater Lowell

Girls Inc. of Omaha

Girls Inc. of Santa Fe

Girls Inc. of Long Island

Girls Inc. of Westchester



Girls Inc. of the Pacific Northwest

Girls Inc. of Memphis

Girls Inc. at YWCA of Nashville & Middle Tennessee
Girls Inc. of Oak Ridge & Knoxuville

Girls Inc. of San Antonio

Girls Inc. of Greater Madison

Girl Scouts of the USA

Gold Group Enterprises

Hands on Science Partnership

lllinois State Alliance of YMCA’s

Innovate Oregon

Inspire Girls Academy

Interactive Science Programs

Ithaca College

Kenosha School of Technology Enhanced Curriculum (WI1)
Learn to Discover

Learning Options, Inc.

Meadowlands Environment Center (NJ)
Missouri AfterSchool Network

Museum of Life and Science Durham, NC
Museum of Northern Arizona

Museum of Science, Boston

National Afterschool Association

National Alliance for Partnerships in Equity
National Association of State Boards of Education
National Consortium of Secondary STEM Schools
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
National Girls Collaborative

National Institute of Building Sciences
National Science Teachers Association
National Summer Learning Association
National Writing Project

Neighbors for Kids

North Carolina Science Leadership Association
Nova Enrichment Academy, LLC

NYCPromise

NY Sun Works

Oregon AfterSchool for Kids

Oregon MESA

Orion’s Quest

Partnership for 21° Century Learning



PEAR Institute: Partnerships in Education and Resilience (McLean Hospital & Harvard
Medical School)

Poudre Learning Center (CO)

Project Exploration

Quetell STEA

Royal Welding & Fabricating

Society of Women Engineers

South Carolina Afterschool Alliance

Start Engineering

STEM Academy at Oregon State University

STEM Accelerator Program at George Mason University

STEM Education Coalition

STEM Next, an initiative of the Center for Education Policy and Law at the University of
San Diego

Techschool

Tennessee Afterschool Network

The Connectory

The Stark County Youth Club, Inc. (IN)

TYKE Center, LLC

United Way of Coffee and Moore Counties (TN)

United Ways of Tennessee

Unity Learning Network, Inc.

Universal Technical Institute

Vermont Afterschool, Inc.

WAI Education Solutions

YMCA of the USA

Young Adult Library Services Association



